
What is significant about this story taking place in Samaria?
Since "nice girls" did not come to draw water at noontime ("sixth hour"), why do you
think Jesus risked his reputation to ask a favor of this woman?
Why does Jesus change the topic of conversation so abruptly to her personal life (vv.
16-18)? Why do you think the woman change the conversation to focus on a
religious controversy?
Given the social barriers between Jews and Samaritans, what do verses 4--42 teach
you about Jesus?

When you were growing up, who were the people you were told to
avoid? What part of the city or country would you be warned

about? What would have happened if you had gone there?
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Into the Word

Into the Heart
What social, ethnic or religious barriers have you overcome in Jesus' name?
What aspects of Jesus' conversation could you use as a model for your own
discussions with searching friends?
Consider your interest in "spiritual things," are you more like the woman or the
disciples? Why?
What do you learn from the woman about telling others about Jesus? From the
parable (vv. 35-38)?

What is your greatest takeaway from this passage? 
What specific life changes do you need to make? 

How will you hold yourself accountable?



JESUS MEETS WITH A SAMARITAN (John 4:1-42)

In John 4, Jesus and his disciples headed north, back to Galilee. But instead of taking the traditional route

around Samaria, they went into the heart of it. Jesus came to a famous well outside of Sychar. He's tired,

hungry...and thirsty. His disciples went on a food run. Jesus is alone as a Samaritan woman approached to

draw water. It's noon time. And that's when Jesus broke several social rules.

THE WOMAN WAS A SAMARITAN
In 720 BC Assyria invaded Samaria (2 Kings 17:6). Then they repopulated Samaria with foreigners (2 Kings

17:24). The Jews not transported to Media eventually intermarried and created a mongrel race. The

Samaritans were racially impure. About 400 years before Jesus, a renegade Jew named Manasseh built a

rival temple on Mt. Gerizim--which was later destroyed iIn 129 BC. Both cultures hated the other. Jewish

rabbis said: “Let no man eat of the bread of the Samaritans, for he who easts their bread is as he who eats

swine flesh.” A Jew wouldn’t  use a Samaritan's utensils. And Samaritans were just as hateful. They harassed

and hindered Jews passing through the area, perhaps one of the main reasons they went around the area.

THE SAMARITAN WAS A WOMAN
Jesus also openly engaged a woman. The strict rabbis forbade another rabbi to talk to a woman in public,

including his own wife, daughter or sister. The fact Jesus is alone with a woman at a public well is a huge risk

(to his rabbinical credentials). 

THE SAMARITAN WAS A SOCIAL OUTCAST
This Samaritan woman arrived at the well during the sixth hour (noon). The fact she's  alone is unusual and

indicative of her social standing. Most women traveled in packs to the well and drew water in the morning or

evening. This Samaritan woman is clearly a social outcast...and Jesus soon points out why. She's had five

husbands...and is currently living with number six. Was she divorced? We don't know. A 5-time widow?

Possibly. Whatever the reason, she's shacking up with a man in direct violation of the Law. This suggests it's

a secret relationship that even the town people don't know about. Maybe that's why she avoids the pack of

women at the well in town. She doesn't want to deal with their questions, let alone their scorn. Perhaps they

were fearful she might engage their husband. Perhaps they felt she had married enough for one lifetime.

Perhaps they joked about her being a "black widow" (killing off her husbands). Or, if these were divorces, it's

not hard to see why that would create a terrible reputation for her. The fact Jesus engages her alone,

knowing her past and present situation, is very risky. 

Which produces an interesting contrast to consider. In John 3, we meet Nicodemus. He's a man, a Jew, and

a ruler. He's learned, powerful, and respected. He's orthodox and theologically-trained. And he comes to

Jesus at night. Then in John 4, we meet this anonymous water-seeker. She's a woman, a Samaritan and

an outcast. She's unskilled, lacking influence and despised. She's a moral outcast. But she's not

theologically ignorant. She knows her stuff (like Nicodemus). And Jesus comes to her at day.

It's an amazing story...about an outcast Samaritan woman looking for water. In the end, she drinks deep of

the Messiah's "living water" and becomes his first missionary evangelist. Jesus will move on, but his

message will continue to percolate--like Jacob's well--in the tiny town of Sychar.


