
What was the result for Jesus of healing the invalid (vv. 1-15)?
How did his response to the Jewish leaders only heighten their opposition? Why
would Jesus do this?
In what ways is Jesus equal with the Father (vv. 26-27)? What terms are used to show
the kind of relationship between the two?
What claims does Jesus make about himself in verse 24? What is the promise?
What happens to those who hear and believe (vv. 24-30)? To those who do not?
How would you describe the business that God the Father and God the Son are in?

As you get older, do you find yourself becoming
more, or less, like your parents? Why?

THE GOSPEL 
OF JOHN

John 5:16-30:  Life in the Son

Into the Word

Into the Heart
If you had to explain to someone what verse 24 means in your own words, how
would you put it?

In your own spiritual journey, when did you come to understand this truth? How did
it affect your self-image? Your lifestyle? Your life goals?

What is your greatest takeaway from this passage? 
What specific life changes do you need to make? 

How will you hold yourself accountable?



LIFE IN THE SON (John 5:16-30
In our previous lesson we learned about a miraculous healing of a man crippled for 38 years. Jesus had raised

a man to enjoy a new lease on life. He was liberated from his past to walk, run, dance, leap and travel.

In a practical way, the man was transformed from death to life.

John wrote his gospel decades after Jesus lived. He's the last biographer of Jesus' ministry. He had likely

heard (and read) what Matthew, Mark and Luke penned. John wanted to tell different stories and reveal

deeper truths. He didn't want to simply report what Jesus said, but also reveal what Jesus meant. In many

ways, this brief interlude of deep theology centers the entire gospel of John. This interlude is summarized in

John 5:24: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will

not be judged but has crossed over from death to life."

As we study this passage, it's important to think beyond what it sounds to us--to our 21st century western

minds. We must consider what first-century Jews thought when they heard Jesus' words. They had a

theological background. They caught the code phrases. They recognized the imagery. The picked up on the

nuances. It's why a Jew would be utterly shocked by Jesus' teaching, for three reasons:

Jesus claimed he was the "Son of Man" (John 5:27). 
He claimed a messianic title prophesied in Daniel 7:13-14. Daniel prophesied about four kingdoms. He saw

the present (Babylon) rule, but also the coming Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman rules. In Daniel 2, 7, 8, 9 and

12, he gives increasingly more specific prophecies about these coming kingdoms. He also shares a piece of

good news for the Jews. During the Roman rule, God will establish His own Dominion--a Kingdom that cannot

be invaded, overcome or destroyed. And he promised a "Son of Man" (Messiah) would rule this Kingdom.

Jesus claimed to be that "Son of Man" (Messiah).

Jesus showed his Messianic authority (and role) by healing the crippled man. 
This was a clear and obvious messianic act. Isaiah prophesied, in the new kingdom, the "lame man [would]

leap like a deer" (Isaiah 35:6). Jeremiah wrote the blind and lame would be gathered back in the messianic

age (Jeremiah 31:8-9). Throughout Jesus' ministry he'd do works associated with the predicted Messiah.

He'd turn water into wine. Walk on water. Cast out demons. Raise the dead.

Jesus said he would raise the dead.
Jesus said a "time was coming" when the dead would "hear his voice and live." This statement connects to

predicted prophecy in Daniel 12:1-4. In this prophecy, Daniel learns about a "time of the end" when the

righteous will be raised to life. He also learns the timing of this resurrection coincides with a terrible time

that lasts about 3.5 years and results in the end of Jewish sovereignty (when the "power of the holy people

is broken").  But don't miss the good news: The prophecy also states "at that time" Daniel and his people

would "awake" to "life" (12:2). It's a RESURRECTION prophecy. 

For Jesus to speak like this required great courage. These were extraordinary claims. It's no wonder the

Jewish leaders wanted to kill him (John 5:18). Jesus claimed God was his Father. He claimed to be equal with

God. And He claimed to be One who would raise the dead. These were outlandish claims. As C.S. Lewis noted,

the only person who would make such statements had to be either a LIAR or a LUNATIC or LORD.


