
Why did the religious leaders want to kill Jesus (see 5:18)? What rumors are circulating
about Jesus in Jerusalem (vv. 12-13)?

Given the risk, why did Jesus go to the Feast of Tabernacles (v. 16)?

Why does Jesus' teaching in verses 14-29 provoke the responses of vv. 30-31?

How does the confusion over Jesus' birthplace (vv. 41-42) cloud the issue of his identity?

Why would Nicodemus risk defending Jesus (vv. 48-50)?

Were you ever dared by your brothers or sisters
to do something dangerous? What happened?

THE GOSPEL 
OF JOHN

John 7:  The Festival of Tabernacles

Into the Word

Into the Heart
Do you face any family opposition to, or ridicule of your faith? How do you deal with it? How
does Jesus' situation help?

When have you seen religious principles put ahead of love?

What evidence can you offer of the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life?

What is your greatest takeaway from this passage? 
What specific life changes do you need to make? 

How will you hold yourself accountable?



THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES (John 7)
It's now mid-October. Months have passed since Jesus fed the Passover-bound crowds and walked on

water. He's still in Galilee and now he faced a dilemma. It's time for the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths).

This was one of the Jews most favorite festivals. It was known as "The Great Feast" (1 Kings 8:2) or the

"Festival of the Lord (Leviticus 23:9)." It was more popular than Passover and Pentecost. Every Jewish male

within 15 miles of Jerusalem was required to attend Tabernacles, Passover and Pentecost. This eight day

festival was a thanksgiving celebration to commemorate the end of harvest. It also memorialized the

Israelite wandering in the desert and remembered a time when the Israelites were homeless, strangers in a

strange land, wandering and totally dependent upon God. Josephus commented in his Antiquities of the Jews

(3:10:4) how Tabernacles was the "holiest and greatest festival among the Jews."

This is why it's named a festival of "booths." Jews celebrated it by living for eight days outside their

homes in constructed "tabernacles" or tents (Leviticus 23:40-43). These "booths" were constructed on

roofs, in city squares, alongside roads, in gardens and even at the temple courts. People  created their

temporary housing with thatched roofs that allowed the sun and the stars to be visible. It was a celebration

for the rich and poor, the stranger and guest, the invalid and the widow to gather in community. One of the

great traditions of the Festival was a daily parade by the people, carrying palm fronds and willow branches.

They gathered around the great altar, stretched out their fronds and branches to create a roof. At the same

time a priest took a golden pitcher to the Pool of Siloam and filled it with the spring's "living water." The priest

carried the pitcher back to the Temple, through the Water Gate, then poured the water over the great altar as

the people recited Scriptures about "living water" (Isaiah 12:3) and sang psalms of thanksgiving (Psalms

113-118). On the last day they marched seven times around the altar to role play the ancient fall of Jericho.

Jesus was no stranger to attending these great festivals. John recorded how he attended both Passover

and Pentecost, and likely Tabernacles prior to this story. But Jesus is up north in Galilee. His brothers

persuaded him to go with them to the festival, but Jesus resisted. He knew people were looking to kill him in

Jerusalem. He knew what they did to John the Baptist. Jesus isn't interested in making a scene and told his

family they could go to the festival, but he'd stay home this time. Later Jesus changed his mind and snuck

into Jerusalem. As he told his agnostic brothers: "My time is not yet here." But it doesn't take long for Jesus

to hear rumors about WHO he is. Some say he's a "good man" while others believe he's a liar (v. 12). 

And now we come to the focal point of John 7. Everything else is set up material. Again, it's the Feast of

Tabernacles, a thanksgiving celebration of the wilderness wandering, It's at this point that Jesus, perhaps as

a participant at that "frond and branch" water ceremony , made his Tabernacle plea (John 7:27-39): “Let

anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living

water will flow from within them.” It's a remarkable statement to make, especially on the last day of the great

festival. But it only creates more confusion. More arguments erupt. Jesus must be the Prophet (the Elijah

promised by Malachi to come before the Messiah) while others claimed he was the Messiah. It literally

created a theological debate. It got so bad, that others wanted Jesus arrested, but no one dared to do it. The

Pharisees and chief priests felt Jesus was not the Messiah. To the contrary, he was now more than just a

mischief and  menace. Jesus was a heretic...and heretics needed to be eliminated.

This story is a wonderfully unique story by John. It's full of drama and circumstance, rabbit trails and deep

theology. It's a great story for those with ears to hear.


