
How is this situation a trap for Jesus? What would the Pharisees accuse Jesus of if he told
them to let her go? If he told them to stone her? How does he spring the trap (v. 7)?

How would the woman just in adultery have felt? What was the significance of Jesus'
question in verse 10?

How does Jesus' response to the woman exemplify "grace and truth" (1:17)?

Describe a time in your childhood 
when someone tattled on you.
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Into the Word

Into the Heart

How does the way Jesus treated this woman help you face your sins?

Jesus accepts you "as is." Does that free you to change, or does it support your bad
behavior? How so?

What can you learn from Jesus about helping a friend who has fallen?

What is your greatest takeaway from this passage? 
What specific life changes do you need to make? 

How will you hold yourself accountable?



THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY (John 8:1-11)
In John 8, Jesus is still in Jerusalem. This particular story is unique to John. No other gospel writer mentioned

it. It’s also unique because John 7:53-8:11 does not appear in the earliest manuscripts. If a story, phrase or

section doesn't appear in the earlier (or oldest) manuscripts, it means it was added later. Nevertheless, there

is plenty of testimony to say this story happened. It was a common tale told by Christians.

THE CRIME (John 8:1-6a)
This is a textbook example for first-century criminal proceedings. It was not unusual for rabbis to be

interrupted in their teaching to deal with someone who had violated the legal code. Jewish adultery law was a

serious crime. Rabbinical codes made it (and murder and idolatry) the only three crimes that deserved the

death penalty. The Law of Moses was clear on the matter : If a man commits adultery with the wife of his

neighbor, but the adulterer and the adulteress shall be put to death (Leviticus 20:10). In Deuteronomy 22:13-

24 the penalty is further defined: death by stoning for both parties, outside the city gates. This was a

gruesome way to die, whether you were male or female. But here's the bigger problem. Technically, the Jews

had no legal way to actually execute (without Rome’s approval). And in Roman eyes, adultery was hardly on

the same level as murder or insurrection. Consequently, a lot of adultery by Jesus' time was winked at. It's

why this whole episode was likely for show. 

 

THE TRIAL (John 8:6b-9)
The woman was “caught in adultery”: literally in the act. This means she was probably dragged before Jesus

completely nude or with very little dress. It was still morning. It takes little imagination to believe she was

publicly embarrassed and socially shamed. Jesus started the trial by writing in the dirt. Why? Perhaps he

wanted to gain some time and not be rushed. Maybe for time to pray. Perhaps Jesus wanted the scribes and

Pharisees to repeat the charges to show their cruelty. But what did Jesus write? The normal Greek word for

“to write” is graphein but here the Greek is katagraphein which meant “to write down a record against

someone.” Often a rabbi wrote the charge down so everyone knew what crime was committed. Then Jesus

stood up and approved of the execution with one caveat: only those who are “without sin” can participate

in her execution. The clause “without sin” (anamartetos) means a whole lot more than just “without sin.” It

goes farther to mean even “without a sinful desire.” Go ahead and cast the stone...if you’ve never lusted

after a woman.  At this point, Jesus stooped back down to doodle more in the dirt. He said NOTHING, but

whatever he wrote caused these religious elites to leave one person at a time, the oldest to the youngest.

 

THE VERDICT (John 11:9b - 11)
In the end only Jesus and this disgraced woman stood there. And that’s when the most radical, crazy,

unbelievable, unreasonable, amazing thing happened. Jesus looked into this woman’s eyes and asked her

where her accusers were?  He could’ve have condemned her...but did not.  Perhaps this is WHY this story isn’t

in the earliest manuscripts. It’s too radical. It’s too bold. It’s too FREE. And even in the earliest days of the

church, when these manuscripts were being copied over and over again, THAT MESSAGE and THAT IDEA of

GRACE was too much. Too radical. Too freeing.

It's a liberating moment of grace, but don't miss what Jesus told her. In reality, Jesus didn’t let her skate. He

left he with a command. Go now and leave your life of sin (John 8:11). And like the Samaritan woman in

chapter 4, this woman also goes away. What happened to her, no one knows. It's possible she became a

disciple of Jesus, joining the other women who followed him. It's possible she also returned to her life of sin.

We can only hope this moment of shame and salvation woke her up.


