
What is Jesus really claiming in verse 12? What is the promise? What does Jesus mean by "light" and
"darkness"?

What is at stake in this whole discussion (v. 24)? Why does everything hinge on who Jesus really is (v. 25) and
who sent him (vv. 16, 18, 26, 29)?

What does Jesus want to emphasize to the people who believed him? What does he mean by "disciples"?
"Truth?" "Freedom?"

Why does Jesus continue to address his relation with the Father?

In reviewing vv. 12-59, what claims do the people make about Jesus? What claims does Jesus make about
Himself?

Where did your ancestors come from? 
How did they get to this country?

THE GOSPEL 
OF JOHN

John 8:12-59:  Who Is This Jesus?

Into the Word

Into the Heart
How is following Jesus like following someone with a light through a dark place?

How do people that you know misunderstand who Jesus is? How do their lives exemplify darkness? How can
you be a light-bearer to them?

What has knowing the truth set you free to do? How can you be sure that there is room in your life for His
Word? What needs to be cleaned out so there is room?

Of the four claims Jesus makes--"Light of the World" (v. 12), "Truth" (v. 32), "Life," (v. 51) and "I Am" (v. 58)--
which means the most to you and why?

What is your greatest takeaway from this passage? 
What specific life changes do you need to make? 

How will you hold yourself accountable?



WHO IS THIS JESUS? (John 8:12-59)
The scene of this argument with the Jewish authorities was in the Temple treasury, which was in the Court

of the Women. Around the Court of the Women was a colonnade (porch) set against the wall with thirteen

treasure chests into which people dropped their offerings. The temple treasury was a busy place. For a rabbi

looking for an audience this was the place to go.

Jesus began his lesson with a great claim about Himself. He is the "Light of the World." The Feast of

Tabernacles had just ended (John 7:37). On the first day of the Feast there was a special ceremony known

as the "Illumination of the Temple." It took place in the Court of Women. In the Court's center were four great

candelabras. When darkness descended, these four structures were lit and, it was said, the blaze of light

radiated throughout Jerusalem. All night long the greatest and wisest and holiest men in Israel danced

before the Lord and sang songs of Joy and praise while the people watched. Essentially, Jesus is saying "You

remember the blaze of the candelabras? Well, I'm even brighter. I don't just illuminate Jerusalem but the

whole world!" Furthermore, the Light of Jesus doesn't last for just one night. It blazes eternally.

Jesus then speaks of "following" (akolouthein) him. What does that mean? The Greek word had several

meanings:  1) a soldier following his captain; 2) a slave accompanying his master; 3) following the advice of a

counselor; 4) following the law in a city; or 5) agreeing with a teacher's line of argument. Essentially, as

disciples we are soldiers and slaves who obey Christ's laws and follow His counsel and teaching.

The Pharisees and other religious leaders didn't like Jesus' claim. Jewish law demanded at least two

eyewitnesses to verify a truth claim (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15). Jesus answered that his own witness was

enough, then added His second witness was God the Father. Then Jesus informed these religious leaders of

several additional "truths": 1)  they had no real knowledge of God; 2) they were blind to the truth; 3)  that He's

going away and they cannot follow him.; 4) if they continue to refuse Him that they will die in their sins, and 5)

they were actually slaves.

This allegation really angers the Jews. They claim they've never been slaves to any man, which is not true.

They were slaves in Egypt. They were slaves in Babylon. Even at the moment, they're technically slaves to

Rome. Of course Jesus was speaking to a different slavery: a bondage to sin. Jesus makes a veiled threat,

but one the Jews would readily understand. Jesus tells them there's a difference between someone who is a

son and the slave. The son is a permanent dweller in the house, the slave could be temporary. This is where

the argument turns to Abraham. The Jew considered Abraham the greatest figure in all religious history.

As a Jewish descendant of Abraham, they were safe and secure in the favor of God. But Jesus points out

that these religious leaders are doing the one thing Abraham never did: they're trying to kill the messenger. 

The debate now heats to boiling point. Jesus makes claim after claim, each more tremendous than the

one before. Now he states that anyone who keeps his word will not die. Jesus noted that all their leaders

were dead. Abraham was dead. Their prophets were dead. But Jesus is greater than them all. He can actually

stop death. Jesus then makes two additional claims: 1) He claims unique knowledge of God and 2) He claims

unique obedience to God. This riles up the Jews even more. Jesus then made his boldest claim: "Before

Abraham was, I am." Jesus claims to be timeless...and GOD. For Jesus to use the phrase "I Am" is huge. This

was the ancient name of God. God told Moses at the burning bush that His Name was "I Am." It's why they

responded by picking up stones. This was blasphemy. And blasphemy was a death sentence. No rabbi would

dare claim to be God. It's the one charge that will stick. 


